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An Ordinance to make provisions for the occurreoteudden or accidental deaths and to
establish a process for coronial proceedings

Title and 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Coroners Ord2011 and
Commencement shall come into force on the day after it is puimid.
Interpretation 2. Inthis Ordinance, unless the context otherwiseireq,—

bodily sample, in relation to a body,—



(a) means a sample or specimen (whether of a bady p
or of any other thing that is in or on the bodypbr
both) taken from the body by a pathologist after th
death of the person concerned; and so

(b) includes a sample or specimen so taken of béwod
tissue, urine or other bodily fluids, or contentshe
stomach or bowel, and a sample or specimen so taken
that is, or is part of, the following:

(i) any thing thatis, or is in or on, an item of
clothing on the body:
(i)  aweapon, or other foreign item or substance
(for example, a surgical implant, including a
cardiac pacemaker or other biomechanical aid),
that is in or on the body
body means a dead person, but—

(@) includes a part of a person (whether or nop#rson's
identity is known when the part is discovered or is
later determined)

(i)  without which no person can live; or
(i)  discovered in such circumstances or such i sta
that it is probable that the person is dead; and

(b) does not include a dead foetus or a still-kabritd; and

(c) for the purposes of an authorisation for redeasder
section 14, does not include any body part or lyodil
sample retained in accordance with section 15

body part, in relation to a body,—

(a) means any part of the body (whether separabeal f
the body before, on, or after the death concerraad);
SO

(b) includes a part so received or removed thahisrgan,
limb, hand, foot, or digit

craft includes any aircraft, ship, boat, or other machineessel,
used or capable of being used for the carriageaasportation of
persons or goods, or both, by air or water or avemder water
death, in relation to reporting to a member of the pelar a
coroner, includes the finding of a body

designated coroner means the coroner designated by the
Governor under section 6(2) to receive reportsndf gerform
every other part of the coroner’s role in relatiorthat death, and
includes any replacement designated coroner ddsigjihy the
Governor under section 6(3)

doctor means a health practitioner who is, or is deemdxto
licensed in accordance with the Dental and Med#eattitioners
Ordinance 1984

immediate family, in relation to a dead person,—

(a) means members of the dead person's familyher ot
culturally recognised family group, who—

(i) were in a close relationship with the person; o
(i) had, in accordance with customs or traditiohs
the community of which the person was part,



Coroner’s role

responsibility for, or an interest in, the person's
welfare and best interests; and
(b) to avoid doubt, includes persons whose relatignto
the dead person is, or is through 1 or more
relationships that are, that or those of—
(i) spouse or de facto partner of the dead person:
(i)  child, parent, guardian, grandparent, brotloer,
sister of the dead person:
(i)  stepchild, stepparent, stepbrother, or st&lesi
of the dead person
inquest means a hearing held by a coroner in connectitm avi
inquiry
inquiry means an inquiry into a death opened and condibgted
coroner under sections 17 and 18.
investigation means every function, power, or duty the coroner
may or must perform or exercise in relation todeath, including
those relating to a post-mortem of the body corexiand an
inquiry into the death
pathologist means a doctor who is competent to perform post-
mortems because his or her scope of practice iasltlte branch
of medicine of pathology
Pitcairn Islands group territory means the land and the waters
enclosed by the outer limits of the territorial sédéhe Pitcairn,
Henderson, Ducie and Oeno Islands.
Police means a police officer appointed under sectionthef
Justice Ordinance

(1) A coroner's role in relation to a death is—

(a) to receive a report of the death from the goland

(b) to decide whether to direct a post-mortem #rwhe
is directed, to determine whether to authoriseagert
people (other than the pathologist) to attend; and

(c) to authorise the release of the body (including
determining, if a post-mortem has been directed,
whether the pathologist wishes and is permittedhen
release of the body, to retain body parts or bodily
samples); and

(d) to decide whether to open an inquiry (andnig¢ ¢s to
be conducted, whether an inquest should be heid); a

(e) if an inquiry is to be opened and conducted,—

() to open and conduct it for the 3 purposes dtate
in section 17, and not to determine civil,
criminal, or disciplinary liability; and

(i)  to determine related matters such as whethner t
prohibit the making public of evidence and
whether to authorise the making public of
certain particulars of deaths suspected or found
to be self-inflicted deaths; and

(i)  on completing it, to complete and sign a



certificate of findings in relation to the death;
and
() to give members and representatives of the ithate
family of the person who is, or of a person who is
suspected to be, the dead person concerned, and
certain others, notice of significant matters ie th
carrying out of the duties and processes requiyed b
law to be performed or followed in relation to the
death.
(2) This section is only a general guide to a cer@role.

Deaths that must 4. (1) This section applies to the following deatharifi only if they

be reported under are deaths to which subsection (2) applies:

section 5(2) (a) Every death that appears to have been withuwk
cause, or suicide, or unnatural or violent.

(b) Every death-

()  That occurred while the person concerned was
undergoing a medical, surgical, dental or
similar treatment or procedure; or

(i)  appears to have been the result of such a
procedure; or

(i)  that occurred while the woman concerned was
giving birth, or that appears to have been a
result of that woman being pregnant or giving
birth.

(c) The death of a person in the custody of thé&cBol

(d) The death of a prisoner as defined in sectiohthe
Prisons Ordinance 2001.

(e) Subsections (c) and (d) apply to a death whetheot
it occurred in the institution, residence, hospital
facility, or prison concerned.

(2) This section applies only to deaths that oacuhe Pitcairn
Islands group territory.

Reporting of 5. (1) A person who finds a body in the Pitcairn Islamoup

deaths to police territory must report that finding to a memberlué police as
soon as practicable unless excused from doing so by
subsection (3).

(2) A person who learns of a death to which sectiapplies must
report that death to a member of the police as ason
practicable unless excused from doing so by suiose(3).

(3) A person is not required by subsections (1(2pto report a
death if he or she believes that the death

(a) is already known to the Pitcairn Island Polime;
(b) will be reported to a member of the police.

Reporting of 6. (1) This section applies to a member of the pelice
deaths by police (a) who finds a body in the Pitcairn Island groepitory;
or
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(b) to whom a report of a death is made under @e&i

(2) A member of the police to who this section aggpmust,
unless excused from doing so by subsection (4pecthe
death concerned to be reported as soon as prdeticatine
Governor who must then designate a coroner fodéath and
report to that coroner.

(3) In the event the coroner designated under stibse(2)
becomes unavailable the Governor may designate a
replacement coroner to continue the role of desagheoroner
in relation to that death.

(4) A member of the police is not required by suhisa (2) to
report a death to the Governor if he or she beti¢hiat the
death is already known to, or will be reported hgther
member of the police to the Governor.

If a death has been reported to a coroner undeéoses; the
police must cause to be made all investigatiens
(a) necessary to help to identify the causes and
circumstances of the death, to prevent deaths and
promote justice; or
(b) as directed by the designated coroner.

(1) The police have an exclusive right to custofithe body
concerneg-

(a) from the time when a member of the police first
suspects on reasonable grounds that a death which
must be reported under section 4 may have occurred;
and

(b) Until the death has been reported to the desagh
coroner and the designated coroner therefore has an
exclusive right to the body under section 9.

(2) Nothing in this section affects when that egcle right can be
and is exercised by the Police, or prevents the®flom
exercising on behalf of the designated coroneohtser right
under section 9.

(1) The designated coroner has an exclusive r@bustody of the
body concerned from the time when a death has lepemted
to him or her under section 6, until he or she anugles the
release of the body under section 14.

(2) Nothing in this section affects when that escle right can be
and is exercised by or on behalf of the designatedner.

For the purposes of a post-mortem of a body unelgron 13, a
coroner may give any directions they see fit aemtoval of the
body.
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12.

13.

(1) On request by or on behalf of the immediateiligrthe
coroner may recognise, and after recognition,disigh a
representative of the immediate family.

(2) A coroner to whom a death has been reportednsettion 6
must take all reasonable steps to give noticep@as as
practicable, of significant matters in the carrymg of the
duties and processes required by law to be perfione
followed in relation to the death, to a represewtatecognised
under subsection (1), and to the immediate fanfithe
person, or person who is suspected to be, thegkyadn
concerned.

(1) If a death has been reported to a coroner welgion 6 and
the coroner’s exclusive right to custody of the yoadder
section 9 is being exercised by, or on behalf efdbroner,
one or more people to whom subsection (2) applig, m
they wish, view, touch or remain with or near tloelyp, but
only:

(a) If authorised to do so by the coroner; and
(b) In accordance with any conditions the coroner
imposes.

(2) This section applies only to the following p&op

(&) Members of the immediate family of the persdrow
is, or of a person who is suspected to be, the dead
person concerned:

(b) Representatives of that immediate family:

(c) People chosen by that immediate family who are
performing or providing religious or spiritual
functions, advice, benefit, or comfort.

(1) A coroner may direct a pathologist to perforpoat-mortem
of a body for the purpose of enabling the corooetecide
whether to open an inquiry into the death conceroedhere
the coroner is to open, or has opened but not categhl an
inquiry into the death concerned.

(2) The pathologist must not be a doctor who, edbroner’s
knowledge, was a doctor who attended the persocecoed
immediately before death.

(3) As soon as practicable after completing thé-postem, the
pathologist must give the coroner a written reporthe
results of the post-mortem.

(4) In deciding whether to direct a post-mortemeamglibsection
(1), a coroner must have regard to the followingtens—

(a) Whether the death appears to have been unhatura
violent; and
(b) The existence and extent of any allegationmouurs,



suspicions, or public concern about the causeeof th
death; and

(c) The desire of any member of the immediate faiwil
the person concerned that a post-mortem should be
performed; and

(d) Any other matters the coroner thinks relevant.

Release of bodies 14, (1) A coroner to whom a death has been reportednsettion 6
must authorise the release of the body concernedasas he
or she is satisfied that it is no longer necestawyithhold it
from family members.

(2) Authorisation by the coroner mustbe
(a) Given by written notice in the prescribed foangd
(b) Signed by the coroner.

Receipt, removal, 15. (1) A pathologist may, with no further authorityaththis section,
taking, and receive or remove a body part, or take a bodilymanor
;tggorg of parts both, if the pathologist believes on reasonableigds that the
ples ! . .
receipt, removal, or taking concerned is necessarthe
purposes of a post-mortem.

(2) The body part removed or sample taken by agbegist for
the purposes of a post-mortem must be as smabisshbe for
the analysis or examination for which the pareisioved or
sample taken.

(3) The number of body parts received or removedilp
samples taken, or both, must be no greater thaecessary for
the purposes of the post-mortem.

(4) Nothing in this section prevents any other ggiceemoval, or
taking of a part or sample authorised by law.

(5) The pathologist is, when the body is releapednitted to
retain the body part or bodily sample, but ondy-if

(a2) The part or sample is a minute one and ien t
pathologist’s opinion, necessary for the purposele
post-mortem; or

(b) The retention is, in the pathologist’s opinion,
necessary for the purposes of the post-mortemisand
authorised in writing by the coroner ; or

(c) The pathologist explained to the family memhmars
other people to whom the body is to be released tha
the pathologist proposed to retain the part or $amp
for a specified purpose and none of those people
objected to the pathologist’s proposal.

Costs of 16. (1) Where a body has been transported to anotbatidém in

”ans%olf“”g b‘:dy accordance with a coroner’s direction, or for theposes of a

mg;’tzmor post post-mortem, the Governor is responsible for tretscof
transporting the body back to its location whendection
was made or the post-mortem was directed, or peovidat



costs do not exceed the costs of transportatitimetoriginal
location, the costs of transporting the body totheolocation.

Purpose of 17. (1) A coroner opens and conducts an inquiry forpihgoses 6+
inquires (a) Establishing, so far as is possible
(i) That a person has died; and
(i)  That person’s identity; and
(i)  When and where a person died; and
(iv)  The causes of death; and
(v)  The circumstances of death:

(b) making specified recommendations or commeras th
in the coroner's opinion, may, if drawn to public
attention, reduce the chances of the occurrence of
other deaths in circumstances similar to thosehichv
the death occurred:

(c) determining whether the public interest woudd b
served by the death being investigated by other
investigating authorities in the performance orreise
of their functions, powers, or duties, and to refer
death to them if satisfied that the public interestild
be served by their investigating it in the perfonoa
or exercise of their functions, powers, or duties.

(2) The purpose of an inquiry is not to determivd,ccriminal, or
disciplinary liability.

Opening 18. (1) In deciding whether to open and conduct aniiyga coroner
inquines must have regard to the following matters:
(a) whether or not the causes of the death conderne
appear to have been natural; and
(b) in the case of a death that appears to have bee
unnatural or violent, whether or not it appearbdoe
been due to the actions or inaction of any othesqre
and
(c) the existence and extent of any allegationsours,
suspicions, or public concern, about the death; and
(d) the extent to which the drawing of attentiorthe
circumstances of the death may be likely to redhee
chances of the occurrence of other deaths in simila
circumstances; and
(e) the desire of any members of the immediateljanti
the person who is or appears to be the person
concerned that an inquiry should be conducted; and
(H any other matters the coroner thinks fit.
(2) A coroner to whom a death is reported undetige® must
open and conduct and inquiry inte-it
(a) If it appears to have been
(i) self-inflicted; or
(i)  adeath in official custody or care; or
(b) If the coroner is not satisfied that the mattequired

9



by this Ordinanceto be established by an inquiey ar
already adequately disclosed in respect of thehdmat
information arising from investigations or
examinations the coroner has made or caused to be

made.
Decision to hold 19. (1) A coroner may decide to hold an inquest forgbgposes of
inquest the inquiry.

(2) A coroner who decides to hold an inquest ferghrposes of
the inquiry must fix a date, time and place for itiguest, and
must—

(a) give the family representative, immediate fgmaind
certain others (in accordance with section 11)ceoih
relation to the date, time, and place fixed for the
inquest and at least 10 working days before the dat
fixed

(b) give notice, at least 10 working days befoeedhate
fixed, of the date, time, and place fixed for thquest
to every person who has a sufficient interest é th
subject or outcome of the inquiry concerned.

Procedure for 20. (1) Every inquest must be held before a coroner.

inquest (2) If satisfied that it is desirable to do so, tweoner may appoint
a cultural, legal, medical, or other specialistiadrto sit with
and help the coroner at an inquest by giving advice

(3) The specialist adviser must give advice on@mstions
referred to the specialist adviser and in any m#tie coroner
may direct, and this advice may be given any wetigét
coroner sees fit.

(4) Every inquest must be held in a place thapenao the public.

(5) A coroner may exclude any person or people fatiror a part
of an inquest.

(6) A coroner may direct any witness whose eviddrasnot yet
been heard at an inquest to remain, or go and remaiside
the place where the inquest is being held untiliregl to give
evidence.

(7) A person giving evidence at an inquest mussaorally on
oath or affirmation and may be cross-examined theeithe
coroner or a person notified by the coroner inieact9(2).

(8) A witness at an inquest may give any evidenctehdering a
previously prepared formal written statement if theoner is
satisfied that there is no reason making it dekarédy the
witness to give the evidence orally, and no peettending
the inquest who is entitled to cross-examine theesgs
objects.

(9) No witness at an inquiry shall be obliged tewer any
guestion if doing so would result in self-incrimiioa, and if it
appears to the coroner that a witness has beed askh a
question, the coroner shall inform the witness Heamay

10
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refuse to answer.

(1) The coroner conducting and completing an ingoiust
consider all the evidence admitted for the purpa$éise
inquiry and, in the light of the purposes statedention 17,
complete and sign a certificate of findings in tielato the
death concerned.

(2) The certificate of findings must be in the @résed form,
which must require the coroner to state in writing reasons
for his or her findings.

(3) The coroner must send the completed and sigeriicate of
findings to the Governor, together with—

(a) all depositions of evidence admitted for theppses
of the inquiry; and

(b) a certificate of the registration of the de@th
applicable); and

(c) any specified recommendations or comments made
under section 17(1)(b).

(1) The Governor may from time to time, by warragpoint fit
and proper people to be coroners.

(2) Each one of those people must have held aigiragt
certificate as a barrister or solicitor for at leagyears in any
Commonwealth country.

(3) Every coroner vacates that office, if he or Bhe not earlier
done so in another way, on attaining the age ofe&bs.

(4) A person appointed as coroner may also holdthee of
Magistrate.

(1) Police must help coroners’ investigations urtties
Ordinance.

(1) For the purpose of performing or exercisingiaction, power,
or duty under this Ordinance, a coroner has theegaowers,
privileges, authorities, and immunities as a Magist
exercising jurisdiction under the Judicature (Ceurt
Ordinance.

(2) In relation to an inquest held by a coronertfer purposes of
an inquiry, the coroner has power to—

(a) issue summonses for the attendance of witnesses

(b) issue warrants to enforce such summonses:

(c) maintain order:

(d) administer oaths or affirmations to withesses:

(e) punish for contempt:

() adjourn proceedings from time to time and plaxe
place:

(g) suppress evidence where the coroner considers i

11



necessary, having regard to the interests of tindyfa
the public, and justice.

(3) A coroner may cause to be made by other permaoyns
investigations or examinations, or commission ftbem any
reports, medical or otherwise, the coroner thinkgper—

(a) for the purpose of deciding whether to open an
inquiry; or

(b) if the coroner is to open an inquiry, or hasrgd and
not completed one.

(4) A coroner who considers it necessary for thgpses of an
inquiry the coroner has opened under this Ordinaiage by
written notice served on a person, require thagqrerwithin a
time specified in the notice,—

(a) to give the coroner any information or class of
information specified in the notice; or

(b) to produce to the coroner, or to a person §pedn
the notice acting on the coroner's behalf in acamocd
with the notice, any document or class of documents
other thing specified in the notice.

Warrant for 25. (1) An Island Magistrate may issue a warrant ferriemoval of a
removal of body body from a specified place including, without lation, a
house, craft, or vehicle if satisfied on an appiaain writing
made on oath by a member of the police that—
(a) the police have the exclusive right to custofithe
body under section 8; and
(b) there are reasonable grounds to believe tledbdlly is
being held in or on that place, craft, or vehichatcary
to this exclusive right to custody of the body; and
(c) the police have, despite having already used
negotiation and all other means that are reasomable
the circumstances, failed to secure the releatigeof
body from that place, craft, or vehicle in accorckan
with the directions.
(2) The warrant must be in the prescribed form, modt be—
(a) directed to and executed by specified membeiseo
police; or
(b) directed to the police and executed by any negrob
members of the police.
(3) The warrant may be issued subject to any redden
conditions the Island Magistrate specifies in it.

Offences and 26. (1) Every person commits an offence against thitiee and is
penalties liable on summary conviction to a fine not excegdbi,000,
who, without reasonable excuse, fails to complyhwaitnotice
under section 24 to the extent that the persoapaldle of
complying with it.
(2) Every person commits an offence against treiae, and is
liable on summary conviction to a fine not excegdh2,000,

12



who—
(a) fails or refuses to comply with a direction abthe
removal of a body under section 10; or
(b) hinders or prevents any person from complyirit) &
direction about the removal of a body under section
10.
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